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Essay #2 

Compare & Contrast: Georgian architecture in New England and the Southern Coloniesi ii 

 Georgian architecture is very popular in the United States. Gaining popularity in the 18th 

century, Georgian architecture is based on and follows the ideals of symmetry, formality, 

academia, and monarchist rule. As the architecture traveled throughout the country, different 

styles began to emerge in different locations from the New England, Southern, and Middle 

colonies. By reviewing the various different styles of Georgian architecture by location we can 

see how they are architecturally similar and different. 

 Though in varying locales, there are obvious similarities within the styles. At their base, 

the styles are typically the same in form, structure, walls, roofing, openings, and detailing. The 

form follows a rectangular, massed plan, and typically has a pavilion or portico on the main 

floor. Quoins can typically be found at the outer corners of a Georgian structure. Sash and 

Palladian windows are also common features, as well as paneled wood doors with sidelights 

and/or transoms. Hipped roofing with classic cornices is most common. One of the most 

important aspects that Georgian architecture follows regardless of location is the Golden Ratio. 

 Due to the varying locations in which Georgian structures are found, and the varying 

structural necessities in each climate, there is a very distinct difference in the styles of Georgian 

architecture. In the New England colonies, Georgian structures are more commonly made with a 

wooden frame and clapboard that gradually gets wider to make the structure seem taller. In the 



 

Southern and Middle colonies, it is more common to see a brick made structure. The brick, 

which is used decoratively rather than wholly structurally, can be molded, rubbed, or glazed. 

 Though there are some differences in Georgian architecture in the United States based on 

colonial location, Georgian structures are more often than not quite similar. The most distinct 

difference is the material used on the outside of the structures, with the New England colonies 

most commonly using wood clapboard and the Southern and Middle colonies most commonly 

using brickwork externally. Form, structure, walls, roofing, openings, and detailing are all 

typically the same regardless of location, as well as the ever-present Golden Ratio. 
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